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Common Ragweed

DID YOU KNOW?

*ollen from common
ragweed and giant

ragweed is the main

& of hay fever in

ch

ragweed plant
produce up to a

billion pollen grains.
Wind can carry the
light pollen up to
G40 00 m

single paller
gra
[magnified)

pollen grains.

ORIGINS
Most of the 30 or so
ragweed species are
native ta North and
South America.
Common ragweed |s
the most widespread of
all the ragweeds. It
was accldentally
imported to Europe in
the 19405, and has
spread widely
throughout many parts
of Europe since then.

Cammen ragweed aften
grows on abandoned

farms in Eastern Europe,

Tre COMMON RAGWEED PLARNT
Common regwasd s an gnnual, meaning
lives only one season. It is one of the first
plants that grows where the soil has been
disturbed -- in fields, gardens, roadsides, and
waste places.
The placi
growes up to
150 em {5 feat)

tall. ¢ The female Aowers Som '

F 1 are in the axiis of Rk
the upper leaves,

l T axil

Thire ars sendrais famaie &l

mala flowers on each plant.

The male

3 Lhe flowers are tiny
Tﬁ;‘( yellow-green bells female
'|| an spikes near flower
| the tops of the
. plants. Pollen

release begins in
thie middle of the
growing season,

peaks by late e
Camman summer, and R
ragweed ends with a H:':la‘,ir
was named killing frost,
for the
raggedy |
shape of its $
leaves,

Thie seed pods are small prickly burrs that
stick to the fur and feathers of animals

passing by. Each burr contains a single seed. sead

pad

CLASSIFYING COMMON RAGWEED

FAMILY

Asteraceae (sunflower family) CEeR SPECIES
Asteraceae is the b Ragweeds were named after the delicious artemisiifolla
largest family of | S8NSSWR Y fio0g eaten by the Greek gods to make | TS Greek name refers
fleweering plants, amd ; ¥ =< g
Irldl.ldE!-gﬂ:lﬂl.ll 1’ 100 ) chigary | them live forever. It is not known why to the fact that common

’ .-j.' this name was given to ragweed. Perhaps r_auweed leaves look
genera and 20,000 it was Becauss horses like those of plants in
species. All the i llioad D aak raywaad. ‘ m’g!::id the genus Artemesia,
plants in this b7 (4 trias) leal of
family have L Common ragwesd grevs up ko EBMMAN Fagweed
tiry flowers {4, artermisifolia) 4 m {13 1t} b SRy,
packed together. growsupto 1Em  LaRe
Look dosely {5 fi). I 7
next bme you 545 R
see 3 daisy or a
dandelion.

What looks like leaf of

ane flower is worrmwaod
actually many little [Artemesia
flowers, absinkhium)
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Common ragwesd
provides food and
shelter for animals.
Rabbits and
grasshoppers eat the
leaves, Voles and
many different species
of birds eat the seeds.
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