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Ailanthus

DID YOU KNOW?
Ailanthus can grow
in places where
almost nothing

else will grow. It

Can eVen grow e
out of cracks in
sidewalks in

paolluted cities.
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CLASSIFYING AILANTHUS

FAMILY
Simaroubaceae (Quassia fa
There are about 150 members in this family
tropical trees a rubs,

The Family is The common name Fnr L:
named after iks =
r‘l‘lf'r‘nt-l‘ 5, the quassia tr
was named after a famo
Surinam, who used its b
fewers. All the tropical t
shrubs in the quassia fa
bitter taskting wood.
A chemical called
guassiin, baken
from the ﬁ
heartwood of
Sarme specias,
is used in
insectindes.
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THE AILANTHUS PLANT

Allanthus trees grow rapidly, and can reach
25 meters (80 ft) or more in helght.

All parts of the plant, but

especially the flowers,
have a strong smell.

In spring, yellow
flowers appear at
the tips of the
branches. Male and
female flowers are
on different trees,

The roots A
exude a
chemical that
hirders the

growth of male
other plants, flawer
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The leaves are large
with poirted leaflets,
i In surnmer and early fall,

~u h clusters of red fruits ripen
on the female trees. One
! tree can produce thousands

of fruits each year, which
. are blown by the wind ta

30-60 new growing places.
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FRIEND... ..ORFOE? | In cities, allanthu

trees can sprout and grow next to

buildings, and damage foundations. |
woodlots, the trees can quickly take
and crowd out other species.
Once it starts -
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difficult to —
kill, because
new shoots ===
can sprout
up from
the roots,

In poorer countries the wood is
used for lumber and fuel. In East
Asia the fruits are used in
traditional medicine.
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