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Weeds

DID YOU KNOW?
Weeds are
plants growing
where they are
not wanted.
They can quickly
grow and take
over bare
patches of soil.
Weed seeds

can be

buried in the
sail for many
years. When
they are
uncovered, they
can still

sprout and
grow.
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can sprout
and grow
after being
buried in
the soil for
over 100
years!

WEEDS ARE HARDY
Most weeds

can grow

very rapidly,

and they can

grow in

many

different

places.
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WEED LIFE CYCLES
Annual weeds complete their
life cycle in a single season.

Seads of annuals
sprout and grow
into matura
plants. After
making seeds,
the plants die.
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Biennial weeds live for i
two growing seasons.

During the first
growing season,
they make food
that Is stored In
their underground
stems or rooks, In

Perennial weeds live

year to year, \:
Perennials die to “\-\\/
the ground each |
growing season.
But their
undergraund rooks
or stems stay
alive and send up
new shoots at the -
start of the each  * g
growing seasocn,

WEED SEEDS
Most weeds make lots
of seeds. Weeds also

WEEDS GROW FROM PLANT PARTS
Many weeds can also sprout from roots,
stems, or leaves,
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WEEDS CAN BE FRIENDS...
While weeds can become pests in fields, lawns, and
gardens, they can also be useful. They can be used as food
or medicine for humans and animals. They can protect and
improve the soil. They can also be beautiful to look at!
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Many weeds, such as
comfrey, have besn used
as food and medicine for

hundreds of years. e

Deep-rooted weeds can bring up nutrients - ;
fram deep in the soil. When they die, =i
weeds add organic matter to the soil.




«.AND CAN BE FOES!

It can be difficult to get rid of

weeds, especially in areas where

humans have disturbed the soil.

Weeds can reduce crop yield in

fields and gardens.
o

Where did all these
I. weeds come from? - ;

Weeds compete with crops for space,
water, sunlight, and nutrients.
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