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Fotografias aéreas

Una fotografia aérea o "aerofoto” es un
retrato de la Tierra tomado desde
arriba. Las aerofotos son importantes
para el estudio de condiciones naturales
como bosques, vias acudticas y suelo
asi como las manufacturadas, como
caminos vy edificios. Una serie de
aerofotos tomadas en el mismo lugar en
eépocas distintas muestra como cambia
el uso de la tierra v las comunidades
con el tiempao.

Esta foto adrea de Prospect
Park, &n Brooklyn, Nueva
York, fue tomada en 1989.

COMO LEER AEROFOTOS
Desde un avidn, por ejemplo,
los objetos se ven distintos de
lo nermal. Las siguientes pistas
ayudan a reconocer |05 rasgos
que hay en la fota,

Tone: the blackness or whiteness of an

object

1. Large black areas are water.

2. The tiny white spots are roofs of houses.

3 Light cement sidewalks border dark asphalt
streets.

Texture: how coarse or smooth an area
appears

4. Grassy areas have a smooth texture.

5. Forests have a coarse texture,

Size

6. Highways are wider than streats,

7. Museumns, factories, churches, schools, stores, and
apartment buildings are larger than houses.

Shape
8. The cincle at the end of the park is a traffic circle,

Location
9, The whibe circles in grassy areas are ball felds.
Circles at the end of a road are traffic circles,
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SCALE

An aerial view close to the ground shows lots of detail.
The further away from Earth a photograph is taken, the
smaller the features appear on the photo. The scale of
an airphoto indicates how much smaller an object in
the photo is compared to its actual size. The photo on
the left has a larger scale than the photo shown above.
Sometimes people confuse large scale and small scale.
Remember that features on large scale photos appear
large, and features on small scale photos appear small.

The scale of the airphaoto above is 1:24,000. This means that one
ntimeter on the photo is to 24,000 centimete
rs—on the ground. Tha abo on the left is a section of the
above photo, and is shown at a scale of 1:12,000. This larger scale
photo s features in more detail. Look carefully at the large
airphoto. Can you find this area on the small scale airphoto abover
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