World Flavors
Botanical Painting 
Summer 2013


For this 1.0 credit class, please do the following:

Sketches in a sketchbook:
Please do three sketches, either in pencil, colored pencil or watercolor in your sketchbook. Walk around the World Flavors exhibit and learn about the regions and the plants that grow in those regions. Pick an area to concentrate on and the plants in that region that interest you. Sketch and label the drawings you make. Try to make your sketch fairly big, at least 6” x 6” You can do a detail of the plant or the whole plant. Investigate how and from what part of the plant the flavor comes from. I will check these off to make sure everyone does three. Work out the composition that you will use for your finished piece in these sketches.

Main Project: A visual analysis of a plant that is used as food. Pick a region that you are interested in and a plant or group of plants that grow there and that you can find at the botanical garden. Draw the plant and all of its parts, showing the stem, the reproductive parts and the root system of the plant. You can go online and research the flavor mechanism, does the flavor come from the flowers, stem or roots?  Is color a factor in this? Carefully observe the color of the plant. Is there an aroma that you can detect? You can group plants that are eaten together in your study, or varieties of the plant that grow in a region. Is there a medicinal use for this plant, how is it eaten? How has it been used in history?  Be a scientist as well as an artist and observe the plants carefully and render them accurately.

Please complete one drawing or painting in full color of a plant or group of plants by the morning of the last class. We can use the last class to finish and frame this assignment but we need to reserve time to critique. The finished work should be very refined, and you should spend about 20 hours on it. Keep a tally of your hours. For a professional artist, it is very important to know how long things take you. This will enable you to price your work well, and also give clients a pretty accurate deadline of when you can finish a piece for them. While working, keep the entire paper clean and neat for a good professional presentation. Decide if you want to label the painting, or show the different elements such as flowers, root system, or the life cycle of the plant. You can also draw the pests and pollinators of the plant. 

You may draw using prismacolor pencils or watercolor or a combination of both. The finished piece should fit nicely in an 11 x 14 or 8 x 10 vertically formatted space. You are welcome to do a second piece as a detail, in a 6 x 8 space. These dimensions fit into standard picture frames. You will buy a black picture frame 16 x 20, or 11 x 14 or 9 x 12 and cut a mat to fit. By using standard sizes, you will not have to build a frame. If your mat cutting does not go well, you will be able to purchase a standard mat to fit your frame! I would like everyone to try cutting their mat and learn the procedure, but it is tricky. Use white mat board as this does not distract from your artwork. The artwork should be the focus of the picture, not a bright mat or elaborate frame.

The point of this assignment is to start a drawing or painting and then finish it the best you can without overworking it, and then frame and mat it and hang it for an exhibition.  

We will have an informal critique of the work during the last class.

Suggested Pigments to Use for Painting:
Red		Red Oxide
		Cadmium Red Medium

Green		Hookers’ Green
		Winsor Green
		Sap Green

Blue		Ultramarine Blue
		Cerulean Blue

Yellow	Yellow Ochre
		Cadmium Yellow
		Permanent Yellow Deep

Brown	Burnt Umber
		Burnt Sienna
		Sepia

Pinks		Quinacridone Red
Permanent Magenta or Quinacridone Violet
Rose Madder

Titanium White
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Payne’s Grey


Materials and Supplies
Bring a camera if you have one to record pictures of the plants, and you are also welcome to put them on a laptop and blow them up very large in order to help you observe the plants. Take pictures of each plant that you paint, in case it changes or dies later. You can work from the photos at home if you want to. 

Pencils to sketch, F or H
Prismacolor Colored Pencils
Watercolors and some Gouache paint if you want as well
Erasers
Sketchbook, these are nice: 
Visual Journal 140 lb watercolor paper 9 x 12 $15.75
Plaza Sketchbook 8.5 x 11 $10.00
Canvas Sketchbook 8.5 x 11 $29.69

D’Arches watercolor paper use 140 or 300 lb for the final project
$20 or $10 per sheet. Also available in a pad, 12 x 16, $40.00
D’Arches watercolor board/Canson Artboard $6.65 a sheet

For drawing, illustration board, cold or hot press

Mat board:
Mi-teintes Board
16x 20 $4.30 each

Metal Ruler and mat cutter and extra blades
Backing board, acid free
Acid free tape or linen hinging tape to hold artwork in frame
Lineco frame sealing tape to seal back of artwork and backing board
You can pair up and buy the tape together and share it if you want
Picture hanging wire and wire cutters to cut it.

Optional things to try:
Watercolor mask
Transfer paper

I will bring samples of these for you to try.
