
Adam Pyle 

Horticulturist 

USBG 

apyle@aoc.gov 
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4.  An essential or 

characteristic quality; 

essence. 



• Visual texture refers to 

the qualities of a surface 

as perceived by the eye. 

• Physical texture refers to 

the actual variable 

qualities of a surface 

• The two are often 

congruent. 



• Remember, texture in the 

garden exists in elements 

other than the plants. 

• Utilize texture of: 

• Hardscape 

• Water Features 

• Garden Furniture and 

Ornaments 

• Lawns 

• Natural Landscape 





• Plants: 

• Leaves 

• Stems/Trunks 

• Bark 

• Type (Tree, Shrub, etc.) 

• Size 

• Shape (or Habit) 

• Flowers 

• Fruit/Seed Heads 





• Leaves: 

• Shape 

• Arrangement 

• Density 

• Margins 

• Patterns 

• Veins 

• Hairiness 

• Luster (Sheen) 

 





• Texture in a garden is 

like an onion.  It has 

layers. 

• Macro – The visual 

texture of the whole, or 

as seen from a distance 

• Micro – The visual 

texture of the individual 

plant as seen up close 

Wooly Thyme (Thymus pseudolanuginosus) 



• Plant attributes that 

contribute a finer texture: 

• Smaller leaves 

• Narrow, elongated leaves 

• Lacy shaped leaves 

• Dense branching habit 

• Fine stripes or intricate 

patterns 

• Smaller and/or more 

numerous flowers 
Artemesia ‘Powis Castle’ 



Spiraea thunbergii ‘Ogon’ 

‘Green Mountain’ Boxwood 

(Buxus sempervirens) 

Variegated Japanese Forest 

Grass (Hakonechloa macra 

‘Aureola’) 



• Plant attributes that 

contribute a bolder 

texture: 

• Large leaves (tropical-

looking) 

• Bright, highly contrasting 

patterns (wide stripes, big 

splotches of color) 

• Large sized plants 

• Large, dramatic flowers 

Hardy Begonia (Begonia grandis) 



Cardoon 

(Cynara cardunculus) 

Tiramisu Coral Bells (Heuchera 

‘Tiramisu’) 

Okra  

(Abelmoschus esculentus) 





Visual texture is as important 

a design element, if not a 

more so, than color. 

 

Visual texture is the “eye’s 

playground”.  

Its choreography of light, 

depth, and form add 

dimension and flow.   

Our eyes dance in the 

play of light and 

shadows. 

 



• No matter what texture 
a plant adds to the 
garden, the effect is lost 
without contrast. 

• Texture is maximized 
with the juxtaposition of 
varying plant forms and 
attributes.   

• The whole is greater 
than than the sum of its 
parts. 



• Diversity is key to 

creating a texture-rich 

garden design 

• Monocultural plantings 

have monocultural 

texture. 

• Consider diversity of:  

• Size, type, color, shape, 

pattern, etc. 



•  Choose a few 
attributes to 
emphasize in your 
design. 

• Repetition is key.  Try 
to repeat each 
attribute with at least 
two plants. 

• Create echoes of 
color and shape by 
repeating patterns, 
colors, and shapes. 

• Use variegated patterns and flowers sparingly.  

They are the “icing on the cake”. 

 



• Make a list of attributes: 

• Colors:  Red, Blue, Lime 

• Edible Plants 

• Bold, tropical colors and shapes 

• Size:  Small to Medium, 6-72” 

• Conditions:  Garden soil with good nutritional content and 

regular irrigation. 

• Make a list of plant options: 

• Make notes how each satisfies your desired attributes and 

design goals. 






































