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Poinsettias

Our conservatory is adorned with wreaths, garlands, living ornaments and one of the largest indoor decorated trees in Washington, D.C. The U.S.
Botanic Garden features a living history of poinsettias in colors ranging from classic reds to pink, speckled and white. Many amazing poinsettia
varieties are on display, including some heirloom varieties that are rarely available.
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Unlike most flawers, the colorful display of a painsettia (Fuphorbia poicherrima)
isnot supplied by petals, but by modified leaves called bracts. The small yellow
~ structures at the center of the bracts are the flowers.
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During the 1800%, the painsettia was a greenhouse curiesity often used as a shart lived, but distinctive, red curt flower
[t wasn't umtil the 19205 and 305 that additianal colors were discovered and brought into frade.

Varieties that retaimed leaves during and afier bloom were later developed, leading to a market for potted poinsettias.

In the 19605, the introduction of varieties that produced bushy, compact plants led to mass production and marketing.
Radiation exposure of poinsettia tissue in the 1980s led to a proliferation of new color and growth forms available today.

Breeders continue to develop long- asting poinsettias and maore than 100 new cultivars are in development.
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In Eurepe, theend oftheyearwastraditionally celebrated by feasting and drinking. These ancient i
e traditions continue into the present In the mid-15th century, ictorian sentimentality combined ; ;
i = with the new art of advertising led to many new traditions, such as decorating, gift giving and i s
' exchanging holiday cands. As the variety of plants in the marketplace has inaeased, people have lg;;;n:fﬁ‘
found ways to include many exciting flaral and fruiting plants inta the holiday season. 1
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Bromeliads

Bromeliads refertoa large family of plants that contain
mare than 3,000 individual species. Bromeliads come
in many different shapes and stzes from the diminutive
Spanish moss (Tilkadsia usneides) to the

delicious pineapple {Anmas cmoss).
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