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The Fairchild Challenge

fosters interest in the environment
by encouraging students to


appreciate the beauty and value of nature,

develop critical thinking skills,

understand the need for biodiversity and conservation,

tap community resources,

become actively-engaged citizens, and

recognize that individuals do indeed make a difference. 

Challenges were developed in conjunction with The Fairchild Challenge, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, Coral Gables, FL

[image: image3.wmf]
Dear Colleague in Education:

Hello from the Botanic Garden on the National Mall! We are happy to announce the 2008 U.S. Botanic Garden’s Fairchild Challenge, an environmental education outreach program designed to increase students’ knowledge of and interest in the environment through a series of multi-disciplinary challenges.  In our pilot year, over 500 D.C. Public School (DCPS) students participated with three area schools receiving the 2007 USBG Fairchild Challenge Award -- cash awards for environmental programs. The Challenge can complement your school’s curriculum and empower your students.    However, it is the promise of increasing students’ environmental awareness, stewardship, and scholarship that has motivated us to launch this initiative.

The Fairchild Challenge options are environmental project-based competitions and activities.  These activities take place at your school, and then the best student entries are submitted to the USBG to compete against outstanding student entries from other DCPS schools.  In our second year, we are offering the program to all middle and junior high school students in DCPS and the charter school system.  If you are a DCPS high school or charter high school, your ninth graders may participate. Schools earn points for their participation and achievements in each option. All schools surpassing the annual point goal are honored with the Fairchild Challenge Award and additional prizes and honors are awarded to outstanding students, teachers and schools. Your school is invited to participate in one or all six of this year’s challenges.  Participation is free!  

The United States Botanic Garden is an institution dedicated to demonstrating the aesthetic, cultural, economic, therapeutic, and ecological importance of plants to the well-being of humankind. The Fairchild Challenge is an exciting way to promote the exchange of ideas and information relevant to this mission among our local youth.  We look forward to working with you this year.

Welcome aboard!

Lee Coykendall

Fairchild Challenge Coordinator for the U.S. Botanic Garden

245 First Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20024

202- 441-0231

lcoykend@aoc.gov
How can you participate?
Identify a Fairchild Challenge coordinator at your school and submit one registration form (see attached forms) immediately.  All staff should be notified that your school is registered. 

There are six Challenge options available this year for middle and junior high school students. Schools may choose to enter any or all of these Challenge options. Following the specific policies and requirements, teachers submit the best entries with a completed entry form. Panels of experts at the USBG then evaluate the work. 

What is your goal?
All participating schools that earn over 500 points will be presented with the 2008 USBG Fairchild Challenge Award and $200 to support their environmental programs at our awards ceremony to be held the evening of June 5th, 2008. The three top-scoring students will be honored and the three top performing schools will be awarded $500 to $1,000 to support their environmental programs. The Conservatory has been reserved for this special USBG evening event. Mark your calendars today for June 5, 2008 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

tips for teachers
Encourage as many students as possible to participate in the various Challenge options.  Encourage fellow teachers to take on the Challenge.

Each school screens its students’ submissions to select the entries for evaluation by panel experts. Peer evaluation is important. We encourage you to involve students as well as other teachers in the screening process.

Don’t wait until the last day to submit your entries. We like early birds and gladly accept Challenge entries any time before the deadlines. 

USBG staff members are available to present the Challenge program details to your classes, faculty meetings, ecology clubs, monthly chair meetings etc. Please contact Lee Coykendall, Fairchild Challenge Coordinator at the U.S. Botanic Garden (lcoykend@aoc.gov or 202-441-0231), for further information.

