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Working for You

e cities, and metropolitan areas.
the network of forests and parks,

Green Il;frafm;ucturel.lnks Landscapes and Communities
It Means Nature Working for You
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What is Green Infrastructure? ‘*"" N
Green Infrastructure is the interconnected network
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such as farms and ranches, and other open spaces. Green
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water to drink, air to breathe, and food to eat.
Connectivity is the key to the benefits we receive from
natural systems. Just as a road needs to be connected
to other roads to provide effective transportation, so
_u o0 ecosystems must be connected in order to allow plants
R and animals to mix and migrate, water to flow, and nutrients
to cycle. Green infrastructure connecrivity is important from the
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the scale of individual neighborhoods, yards and buildings.
Green Infrastructure is not always green. It can be blue, brown, and other
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marsh landscapes, evergreen mountains, tall grass prairies, and deserts. Each
provides services essential to our well-being.

Did you know
+In 2001, 82 million people spent more than $140 billion on nature-based tourism. That

includes watching and photographing wildlife, hunting, and fishing. Protecting Green
Infrastructure can help sustain local and regional economies. (Benedict & McMahon 2006)
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Green acror
landscape. It Starts at our homes, schools, workplaces,
on our streets. Rain gardens, set with beautiful native p
catch rainfall and snowmelz. They help water seep siow
the ground, fitering out dirt, chemmicals, and fertlizer 1
might otherwise reach our waterways and drinking w
supplies. Street trees provide many of the same servic
And green roofs—covered with sol and plants—can

= America loses more than 2 million acres of open space to development every year - a rate of 4,000
acres each day. (US Forest Service)
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