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U.S. Botanic Garden Summer Calendar of Events
June 10 - Washington, D.C.   We are pleased to offer the following programs this summer.  Please join us!  Further information is available by calling 202-225-8333 or visiting our website at www.usbg.gov.  
The United States Botanic Garden Conservatory is open to the public, free of charge, every day of the year from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The Conservatory is located at 100 Maryland Avenue, SW, on the west side of the U.S. Capitol.  Visitors are encouraged to take Metrobus and MetrorailElectronic recording for rebroadcast purposes is not permitted during U.S. Botanic Garden programs.

Lecture

Cooking with the Sun--Saving the Planet 

Friday, June 13th 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

FREE

Patricia McArdle’s presentation offers a photographic tour of solar cooking around the world. It will convince anyone who sees it that the 2.5 billion people who still cook over wood every day should be introduced to this simple technology. Solar cookers come in many shapes and sizes and can be manufactured locally. Best of all, they need only our most abundant resource--the sun--to cook food and heat water. After the presentation, Ms. McArdle will be available to answer your questions about solar cooking.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Lecture and Tour

Butterfly Gardening

Saturday, June 14th 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

FREE

Jim Gallion, National Wildlife Federation, will reveal the secrets to establishing and maintaining a butterfly garden. Topics include design ideas, plant choices for nectar and larva, a review of their life cycle and many proven tips for a beautiful and sustainable garden. After the lecture, take a stroll through the NWF’s habitat garden on the USBG terrace.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Cooking Demonstration and Tour

Meals Fresh from the Garden

Thursday, June 19th 

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

FREE

Chef Ris Lacoste will be sharing her tips for using fresh, seasonal ingredients in meal preparation. Chef Lacoste will prepare seasonal foods and share samples with registrants.  After the demo, all participants are invited for a tour of the Penn Quarter FRESHFARM Market on 8th Street, NW between D and E Streets, NW.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Lecture

Creating a Sustainable Landscape

Friday, June 20th 

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

FREE

Want to learn the essentials of creating a sustainable residential or commercial landscape?  A sustainable landscape considers not only sustainable plant selection (xeric, adapted, native), but also water (use, quality and infiltration), energy conservation (planting to provide shade, evaporative cooling, reduced maintenance costs), materials (non-toxic, recycled, compostable, organic), soil health (organic matter, soil organisms), and, of course, human health.  Join Steve Windhager, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center’s Director of Landscape Restoration, for a discussion on how to design, construct, and maintain a landscape.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Family Day

One Planet – Ours!
Saturday, June 21st  

10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

FREE

The USBG has partnered with over 40 organizations to present this summer’s exhibition, One Planet – Ours! Sustainability for the 22nd Century.  Come to our Family Day and participate in a wide variety of programs!  Create a pollinator and be a part of the pollinator play, help create a straw bale house, discover how to cook with sunshine, create a hand-held wind turbine, and meet experts in the field of sustainability.  Bring your plastic bags to recycle and receive a reusable shopping bag.  Event will happen rain or shine.  No registration is necessary for this free event.
Lecture

Botany from a Bee’s Eye View

Friday, June 27th 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

FREE

Take a look at botany from the bee's perspective!  MaryEllen Kirkpatrick will explain how honey bees evolved alongside flowering plants and today play a crucial role in the production of human food.  The production of honey will be described and the group will have the opportunity to taste honey produced from a range of floral nectar sources.  There will be an observation hive with live bees to help illustrate all of the honey bee’s life stages and to aid in the understanding of the way these fascinating insects live.  We will wrap up with a brief discussion about the challenges facing honey bees that have been so much in the news of late.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Demonstration

Basket Making

Saturday and Sunday, June 28th and 29th 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

FREE

To appreciate the role of plants in everyday life, Utilitarian Folk Artist Laurie Gundersen will show how the use of bark, considered refuse by the woods trade, can contribute to the cultural integrity of the Appalachian region.  She will demonstrate various methods of peeling bark from fresh cut tress, fire cherry and striped maple harvested in rural Randolph County, West Virginia, to make beautiful and utilitarian baskets.  No registration is necessary for this free event.
Lecture

Beginner’s Citizen Science: 

Putting your Garden and Nature Observations to Work

Friday, July 11th 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

FREE

Just about everyone who is a gardener or a birder makes observations that can help scientists chart the impact climate changes have on how and where we garden and whether or not our favorite bird or butterfly species might continue to prosper where we live in 20-30 years.  The National Wildlife Federation’s Craig Tufts will introduce Wildlife Watch, a fun, easy-to-do, introductory wildlife and plant observation program, and discuss FrogWatch USA, Budburst and eBird as internet-based programs that anyone with a keen eye for nature and basic internet abilities will enjoy.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Workshop

Creating Gourd Art 

Saturday and Sunday, July 12th and 13th 

10:30 a.m.  - 4:30 p.m.

$75.00 per person

Well-known gourd artist who has won recognition for his work in local art galleries and gourd shows in the Eastern US, Wally Szyndler will be conducting a hands-on, two day gourd art workshop.  On Day One, participants will create a South Western rainstick from a gourd.  On Day Two, participants will weave a decorative sea-grass rim on a gourd bowl which will be dyed with leather dyes and embellished with natural pods.  All materials and supplies will be provided.  All you need to come with is a smile and a willingness to have fun.  The workshop costs $75.00 per person.  Registration must be made by calling the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116.

Workshop

Planting Design for Homeowners

Wednesdays, July 16th, 23rd and 30th 

6:30 p.m.  - 8:30 p.m.

$95.00 per person

Learn more about home planting design with Landscape Architect Cheryl Corson.  Once your basic landscape structure is established, creating a planting plan is the next step.  In this three week class we will directly observe the many plantings around the U.S. Botanic Garden to help you select and arrange perennials and shrubs for micro-climate, size, color, texture, period of bloom, wildlife value, and more.  Be ready for late season plant sales and early fall planting!  The workshop costs $95.00 per person.  Registration must be made by calling the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116.

Lecture & Tour

Green Roofs

Friday, July 18th 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

FREE

Planted roofs have been used for thousands of years on houses and public buildings.  Join us for a lecture about green roofs and a tour led by the American Society of Landscape Architects’ Nancy Somerville and the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Kate O'Mara.  Learn about the various environmental benefits of this low-impact development practice.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Lecture 

Why Use Native Plants?  

Friday, July 18th 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

FREE

What is a native plant and why should you care? There are many compelling reasons why using regionally indigenous plants can support landscapes that are sustainable, low maintenance, and richly beautiful while honoring our natural heritage.  Nature's palette is bountiful, diverse and well suited to any garden style.  Using native plants shouldn't feel like eating your brussel sprouts.  Come see the possibilities with the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center’s Director of Horticulture, Andrea DeLong-Amaya!  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Family Day

One Planet – Ours!
Saturday, July 19th  

10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

FREE

The USBG has partnered with over 40 organizations to present this summer’s exhibition, One Planet – Ours! Sustainability for the 22nd Century.  Come to our Family Day and participate in a wide variety of programs!  Listen to native stories of plant lore, help create a straw bale house, discover how to cook with sunshine, bring an invasive plant from your garden for identification, create a hand-held wind turbine, and meet experts in the field of sustainability.  Event will happen rain or shine.  No registration is necessary for this free event.
Panel Discussion

Sustainable Schoolyards to Green Communities: 

How Greening Your Schoolyard Can Help Create a More Active, Livable, and Environmentally-Friendly Community

Friday, July 25th  

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

FREE

Sustainable schoolyards are emerging as an important educational and recreational component of schools and communities, for youth and adults alike.  Come learn how greening your local schoolyard can help create a more active, livable, and green community.  Representatives from the Friends of Smart Growth and Sustainable Communities, a group of national organizations that created the sustainable schoolyard exhibit at the U.S. Botanic Garden, will provide an overview of the exhibit and sustainable schoolyards, as well as helpful tips for attendees to take back to their own communities.  Concern, Inc.’s Susan Boyd will moderate the session.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Cooking Demonstration 

Herbs in Thai Cooking

Thursday, July 31st  

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

FREE

Aulie Banyarataphan of Bangkok Joes Thai Restaurant will demonstrate how to make wontons filled with seasonal and locally grown herbs.  Aulie will be creating Cheesy Fried Wontons with fresh mango and herb sauce and Shrimp OneTon (wonton) soup with Thai herbs.  These are his kids’ favorite wontons.  There will be plenty of samples for all attendees.  Co-sponsored by FRESHFARM Markets.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Demonstration and Tour

Saving Seeds

Thursday, August 14th 

11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

FREE

Zach Lester and Georgia O’Neal of Tree & Leaf Farm in Purcellville, VA , will demonstrate the process of preparing seed for saving.  They will be harvesting heirloom tomatoes, eggplant and cucumbers from the USBG terrace garden, teaching the importance of heirloom seeds and discussing the heirloom varieties they saved and sowed for the garden at USBG.  They will also create an Heirloom Seed Saving mural/poster as a collective.  After the demo, participants are invited to visit the Penn Quarter FRESHFARM Market on 8th Street, NW, between D and E Streets, NW.  Co-sponsored by FRESHFARM Markets.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
Off-Site Workshop

Invasive Plant Identification and Removal

Saturday, August 23rd 

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

FREE

Join The Nature Conservancy for a volunteer workday removing invasive plants from the Potomac Gorge, in the National Parks just upstream from Georgetown!  This is our first volunteer workday outside of the garden grounds, and we're excited to give you a hands-on experience in removing invasive plants from a natural area.  During the workday you'll have a chance to learn how to identify some local plants (native and non-native) and enjoy one of the most biologically diverse areas in the nation.  We'll cross our fingers for a cool day in August, but have scheduled a rain date/"heat" date on September 27.  This workday will be family friendly, so children over the age of 5 are welcome.  To register, call the U.S. Botanic Garden at 202-225-1116 or visit our online event registration at www.usbg.gov/education/events.
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