Ancient "Methuselah" Tree Begins New Life at U.S. Botanic Garden

Seedling Is One of Two Bristlecone Pines Donated to Garden

Gifting Ceremony Set for August 19, 2003

August 15, 2003 - Washington, D.C. - A seedling grown from what is believed to be the world's oldest living tree is about to find a new home at the U.S. Botanic Garden in Washington, DC.  For some 4,700 years, a bristlecone pine called “Methuselah” has lived in a California forest.  Its location is kept secret, for fear of vandalism and soil erosion from foot traffic.  But with permission from the U.S. Forest Service, which manages the forest where Methuselah is found, the Champion Tree Project and the National Tree Trust grew a seedling of Methuselah that is being donated to the Botanic Garden.  A second seedling from the largest bristlecone pine, called “Patriarch,” is also being donated.

Initially, the Champion Tree Project’s goal was to clone the tree by making an exact genetic duplicate through a modern horticulture technique known as tissue culture.  That cloning effort failed, but the attempt will continue through the use of the seedlings being donated to the USBG and ones like them to be placed in strategic “planting partner” locations nationwide.

The U.S. Botanic Garden will receive the two seedlings at a public ceremony to be held in the West Gallery of the USBG Conservatory at 11:00 a.m. EDT on Tuesday, August 19. 2003.  Holly Shimizu, USBG Executive Director, will receive the seedlings from David Milarch, cofounder of the Champion Tree Project.  Additional speakers will include Beth Applegate, Acting Executive Director of the National Tree Trust, and Mark Buscaino, Director of the U.S. Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry Program.

The United States Botanic Garden Conservatory is open to the public, free of charge, every day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The Conservatory is located at 100 Maryland Avenue, SW, at the foot of the U.S. Capitol.  Visitors are encouraged to take Metrobus and Metrorail.  Further information is available by calling 202-225-8333 or visiting the U.S. Botanic Garden website at www.usbg.gov.

Established as a non-profit organization in 1990, the National Tree Trust is a national leader in programs supporting local and regional community tree-planting and education projects.  The Trust promotes healthy communities by providing resources that educate and empower people to grow and care for urban and community forests.  For more information, visit the National Tree Trust website at www.nationaltreetrust.org.

